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92" Annual General Meeting of Indian Council for Agriculture Research

On 27 January 2021, 92™ Annual General Meeting was organized by Indian Council of Agricultural
Research, New Delhi. Dr. Atar Singh, Director ICAR-ATARI Kanpur gave this information.

In the meeting, Hon'ble Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, GOI, Shri Narendra Singh
Tomar Ji said that the Government of India is constantly working in this direction to make the farmers self-
reliant. If you set a strategy and you will get success Organic farming is proving to be very beneficial for
farmers. There is a need for better marketing. In milk production, machine production will be either India
first or second. Many congratulations to farmers and scientists for this. There is considerable research going
on by ICAR, and further research is required. There are many challenges ahead. Today, ministers and other
officials of 15 state governments are present here. Their suggestions need to be considered. We have
become self-sufficient in pulses, research is also going on in the field of oilseeds. The field of education is
important, as educated youngsters move towards farming, the more knowledge and experience they will get
in agriculture, the more benefit they will get. Our problem is not production, crop management has become
our problem. Announcements have been made by the government to fill the shortage of small farmers. 10
thousand F.P.O. To be made. Farming will benefit from these. The government is also spending 6850 crores
rupees for small farmers.

Honorable Minister of State for Agriculture Shri Kailash Chaudhary said that the Director General
informed about the achievements of the previous year. Scientists established new dimensions to research.
Earlier we used to import crops, now we have become self-sufficient. The farmers mainly need four things
of improved variety of seeds, low cost, storage and marketing. New verities have reached the farmer's field,
improved seeds have been reached, research is being done in this direction. There is a need to promote
organic farming as well. The awareness of people towards organic farming is increasing and through this
many farmers are making profit. There is a need to spread this to farmers on a large scale. There are many
doubts in the minds of the farmers, such that if the pesticide is not used, the production will not decrease.
Eliminate the doubts of the farmers and attract them for organic farming. Respected Prime Minister also
says that managed fertilizers should be used.

Dr. Trilochan Mohapatra Secretary DARE and Director General ICAR presented the achievements

of ICAR at the Annual General Meeting. He welcomed everyone and said that 2020 was a challenging year.



This year, the doctors and health workers worked day and night for which we salute them and thank them
on behalf of the ICAR. The last meeting had 30 action points. Work is remaining on some points but action
has been taken on all points. During the period of Covid-19, ICAR fully supported the farmers. Information
about wearing masks, maintaining social distancing was conveyed to the farmers. There should be no
hindrance in agriculture, so agricultural advice was passed on to the farmers through Krishi Vigyan
Kendras. Kharif Agro-Advisory was also released. Planting materials and seeds were given to the farmers
through Krishi Vigyan Kendras. Fodder for fishes was developed by ICAR. Under the Garib Kalyan Rojgar
Yojana, migrant workers were trained from Krishi Vigyan Kendras. ICAR also received the World Soil Day
2020 award from FAO. The publication of ICAR-CIFT was recognized by WHO. ICAR received Digital
India Award. Pusa Basmati 1121, Karan-4 (CO-0238) variety of sugarcane has been developed by ICAR,
which is reaping considerable benefits. Sugar production is increasing, revolution has also come in
pomegranate production. Production and productivity of wheat and pulses have also increased. The work of
ICAR was also reviewed by the respected Prime Minister, in which several suggestions were also made. In
the field of research and development, high quality seeds and plant material were developed in 2020 and
passed on to the farmers. 17 biofortified species of 8 crops were dedicated to the nation by the Honorable
Prime Minister. 13 new species including poultry and cattle were recorded. 7 clones of superior breed
Murrah buffalo were prepared. Bird flu was also analyzed. Species have been developed to develop fish
production. 52 farms and processing machinery were developed. Various digital apps were created for
farmers under Digital India, a total of 187 apps are available. The Krishi Vigyan Kendras have done the task
of making the farmers aware of the new agricultural laws.

Several suggestions were made by the Honorable ministers & officials of 15 states present in the
meeting. Such as establishing seed production lab in Assam, International Potato Center in Agra, Organic
Mission Institute for Horticulture, Floriculture and Organic Farming, Post Harvest Technical Institute in
Amravati. Fodder production, pasture, seeds, establishment of village seed bank, linking of biogas to the
Ministry of Agriculture, etc. related suggestions were given by Hon'ble Ministers and officials.

In this 92" Annual General Meeting of Indian Council of Agricultural Research, Shri Narendra
Singh Tomar Hon'ble Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare GOI, Shri Piyush Goyal Hon'ble
Minister of Railways, Commerce and Industry GOI, Hon'ble Minister of State for Agriculture Shri
Purushottam Rupala, Honorable Minister of State for Agriculture Shri Kailash Chaudhary, 19 Ministers and
officials from 15 States, Mr. Ramesh Chandra-Member NITI Aayog, Mr. Sanjay Agarwal - Secretary,
Agriculture and Cooperation, Dr. Trilochan Mohapatra Secretary DARE and Director General ICAR, Mr.
Sanjay Singh Additional Secretary, Deputy Director General ICAR, Dr. Atar Singh, Director ICAR-ATARI

Kanpur and Directors of all ICAR institutes, total of 251 scientists were present in meeting.
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